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Welcome to the OGAFCA Winter newsletter... 

… a big thank you  
to our Christmas 

Tree Team ... 

… VE Day on Friday 8 May... 

…so what is  
going on at 

Bray 
Studios... 

…join in our Open 
Gardens Event 

Sunday 24 May... 

…community 
support helps 
to implement 

7.5 tonne 
Weight 

Restriction  ... 

 

 Chairperson’s Report 
A belated Happy New Year to you all. I hope that the new decade brings 
health and happiness.  

I think it is fair to say that 2019 was an interesting year. At the beginning of 
the year our residents’ campaign to introduce a lorry ban on the Oakley 
Green Road and Fifield Lane  and a reduced speed limit  came to a 
triumphant end when our voices were heard, and both were authorised.  It 
has taken a while to implement but the notices have finally been published 
and the ban should come into force very soon. Of course, that will not be the 
end of it as we will almost certainly need volunteers to help with lorry and 
speed watches to “encourage” all local road users to respect the new rules.  

Another great success was last year’s Fifield Fun Day which overcame a 
series of obstacles (rookie organising committee, lack of some regular 
attractions, and THE WEATHER!) and turned out to be a really fantastic 
day. Thank you all so much for turning up and supporting us.  This year we 
will hold the Fun Day on the Sunday again and I hope you will, once again, 
come along and have a brilliant day.  

The Fun Day was not our only community event. After a quiet previous year, 
Bill Collier and the team got planning and organised several very popular 
events. We had Race Nights and Bingo Nights, a Christmas Fair and our 
first ever Tea Party on the Green on the May Bank Holiday. However, we 
were bitterly disappointed that we had to cancel our Carols Around the Tree, 
unfortunately on this occasion the weather won the day! This year we have 
even more exciting events on our agenda, please keep an eye on our 
events page and make sure you don’t miss out. 

With the invaluable advice and support from OGFRA we continue to monitor 
local planning issues. We remain under threat from intensive housing 
developments both local to us and in the surrounding areas which puts more 
traffic and pollution onto our roads. We are working with the Parish Council 
to fight what we can and, where we can’t, to at least mitigate the impact 
upon our community. We will do our best to keep you informed of 
development. 

Our next General Meeting is on Thursday 6 February at 7.30pm in the 
Braywood Memorial Hall. Please come along to get the latest information 
and share any concerns you may have and  perhaps get involved and help! 

Barbara Frame 



 

 Due to weather conditions the 
Christmas Gathering had to be 

cancelled but our Christmas Trees 
supplied by John Train Nurseries 

looked very festive, decorated with 
lights and baubles.  

 

The tree on the Green in Fifield was 
funded by OGAFCA and the tree 
opposite Braywood Memorial was 

funded by  Fifield Art Club.  

 

Thank you to all our volunteers who 
helped put up,  take down and 

decorate the trees. 

After the continuous rain during the beginning of December we were lucky to 
have a fine dry day on the Friday after Boxing Day for our annual walk. 

Normally we are led on our walk by Robin Howard but, sadly, this year he is 
awaiting a knee operation. We wish him well with his surgery and hope that 
he is fit enough to lead us again next year. We were ably led in his place, 
however, by Rod Lord who handed out maps at the Fifield Inn starting point 
and then set off at a brisk pace with a motley band of people, children and 
dogs following behind.  

As we turned off Coningsby Lane and onto the footpaths, the dogs were let 
off their leads and whilst the canine speed increased dramatically, the 
human pace slowed to allow genial conversation. It was a good opportunity 
to catch up on all the gossip of the Festive Period and to walk away a few of 
those Christmas calories. 

The whole walk took just under an hour and a half and finished back at the 
Fifield Inn where a warm welcome and a cool drink were available to all. 

Christmas Walk 

Send your comments on any issue relating to our community via 
OGAFCAP.co.uk or by post to the address on the inside front cover 

 

 Fifield Fun Day 2020 - Sunday 9 August 
The future of the Fifield Fun Day, had last year reached 
crisis point and although we were promised much support 
there was nobody coming forward to organise it. So after 
much thought we agreed that the OGAFCA Committee 
would take up the challenge with help and guidance from 
previous organisers, Louise Shenston and Julie Glover.  

As you all know, we were nearly scuppered at the last 
moment by unforeseen weather conditions but we made a thousand phone 
calls, Rod  Lord ran round changing all our banners and we moved to the 
Sunday. And, bless you all, we had a fantastic turnout and a really 
successful day. This year we will hold the Fun Day on the Sunday again and 
we hope you will come along once again and have a brilliant day.  

Fifield Fun Day Committee 

OGAFCA Open Gardens Event -  Sunday 24 May 
This Spring we will be holding an “Open 
Gardens” event as a joint fundraiser for 
OGAFCA and the Memorial Hall. 

We are planning to have at least a dozen 
local gardens to visit. We will walk from the 
Greene Oak up to Fifield, where tea and 
cakes will be available, and then around the 
village. We currently have several gardens 

ear-marked but we still need some more. Please remember, we are not 
looking for perfection, but we can all steal ideas from our neighbours and 
share gardening tips on the way round. If you would be willing to open your 
garden for a couple of hours in the afternoon please get in touch with us. Or 
if your neighbour has a lovely garden please tell 
us and we’ll slip them the ‘Queen’s Shilling’!! 

Please do get engaged as this promises to be a 
really enjoyable event and a great way to meet 
your neighbours and visit parts of the village 
you have never seen before. More news in the 
next newsletter. 



 

 

You may well be aware that 
there are ‘live’ planning 
permissions for residential 
housing on both the Bray 
Studios and Water Oakley 
sites, which are next door to 
each other. However, demand 
for studio space has 
increased dramatically of late. 

There are many companies such as Netflix, Sky, Amazon and  Disney in the 
market place, and the UK is a very attractive place for filming. This 
particularly applies to Bray Studios due to the proximity of Heathrow and 
rapid access to London, not to mention the attractive surroundings. 

Bray Studios have come back to life in the last 18 months or so and 
productions including Kingsman, Rocket Man, Dracula and Mama Mia have 
all been filmed at Bray.  

A large new TV production with world wide locations is due to start filming in 
Spring which is why planning permission has been applied for to enable 
temporary buildings to be erected and remain in place for two years 
including two stages, workshops, rehearsal space and production offices. 
Because of very short timescales building work has started on these 
temporary buildings but the applicant did advise and consult with RBWM, 
local community leaders and neighbours prior to starting work. 

I met with the producers of the new TV series, who are committed to using 
local suppliers, and will offer work experience to local young people during 
the school holidays. Local suppliers for office equipment, accommodation, 
restaurants, taxis, cleaners etc will be required. I understand that already 
one local catering supplier has been taken on.  

Camera, Lights, Action at Bray Studios! 

The Bray Studios sign on 
the A308 has moved 
recently and more 
temporary buildings have 
appeared, Rod Ball tells us 
why. 

 

 

Would you like to advertise in this Newsletter? 
 Please contact Bill Collier on  

07811 953071 or via email: fifieldartgroup@gmail.com or adverts can 
be submitted via the website www.ogafcap.co.uk 

The owners of the site tell me that the planning permissions for residential 
dwellings remain in place. Top soil has been moved to accommodate the 
new temporary buildings and the intention is to keep this on site so it can be 
put back after the temporary buildings are removed. In the meantime  it will 
be landscaped . There will be tree and shrub planting along the frontage to 
soften the views of the buildings and I am told that the existing ugly mound 
of earth seen from the road is to be removed. 

In addition to the above extensive work is being carried out on the Grade II 
listed Down Place mansion, which includes underpinning, work to the roof 
and structure, and landscaping of the grounds including the riverside. The 
listed building is not included in the temporary planning application. 

If you are interested in offering services/opportunities at Bray Studios please 
contact me by email and I will forward your details to the relevant contact at 
the studio. 

Rod Ball  

roddieball@hotmail.com  

This article has been provided by the Oakley Green & Fifield Residents 
Association (www.ogfra.org) 

OGAFCA Facebook page 

OGAFCA are coming into the 21st century and will soon be launching a 
Facebook page listing all upcoming events and news keeping the community 
up to date and informed.  This will not replace the newsletter of course but 
will let more people know what the Oakley Green, Fifield and District 
Community Association are up to. 

We are also working on updating the website where users can search for 
much information concerning the work and activities of the Association.  

Both these projects will be up and running soon. 



 

 Local History: The Parish of Braywood  

The village of Braywood is not strictly a village but a community made up of 
several parts which include Oakley Green, Fifield, Forest Green and Hans 
Hill. It was originally located in the province of Wessex.  

When Christianity arrived in this area, Parishes were created and the Parish 
of Brai (now known as Bray, low lying land) was founded somewhere around 
650AD and its Abbey was in Abingdon. Eventually this Province was divided 
into shires and by 860AD  these shires were further divided into 'hundreds' 
or 12,000 acres approximately. The 'hundred' of Brai included Hawthorn Hill, 
Braywick, Moneyrow Green, Touchen End, Stud Green, Holyport, Water 
Oakley, Oakley Green and Fifield. 

The first authentic mention of Braywood occurs in the Doomsday Book, 
where it is noted that Bray had sufficient woods to feed 60 pigs on acorns 
and beech mash for a year. This area is largely the area now known as 
Braywood. The early history of Braywood is found in the records of Bray 
Parish, however the Parish of Braywood was not taken/created from the 
Parish of Bray until 1871. 

Local areas were used by Drovers to graze their sheep and the village grew 
as it was located on the main pack horse route from Windsor to Reading and 
the Water Oakley Wharf belonged to the Queen and it was used to send the 
wood from Windsor Great Park to London via the River Thames. The tithing 
man of Water Oakley Wharf collected eight shillings in tolls from the 16 
passing boats in 1333, considered quite a heavy toll! 

The Manor of Bray was offered for sale just after the beheading of King 
Charles 1 (he owned the Manor) and it was stated that the Beadle of the 
Manor had the right to take four loads of wood yearly from Braywoods for 
executing his office. 

Other notable local properties include the hunting lodge New Lodge, Oakley 
Court, Foly John Park (Queen Elizabeth 1 is reputed to have dined here en- 
route to Reading and Bray Church was fined for not ringing its bells as a 
mark of loyalty to the Queen), Old Lodge Farm in Coningsby Lane (named 
after Richard Coningsby), Grove Farm and Yew Tree Cottage all date back 
to the 15th Century. In 1442 there is mention of a hospital with almshouses 
in Fifield but its location is unknown. Along Oakley Green Road there is the 
Old Malt House (originally the 15th Century Nags Head Inn). Kimbers Farm 
is mentioned in 1288 and Mills Farm with its ancient moat was reputed to be  

 

Volunteers are needed to help on OGAFCA Work Groups. If 
you would  like to get involved please do contact us through 

www.ogafcap.co.uk 

an Inn for the pack horse travellers. The original Fifield House was first 
mentioned in 1479 when its owner John Fowler died, the house was not in 
its present location and was a manor farm. By the 16th century Fifield House 
was owned by the Norreys family and William Norreys was Keeper at Foly 
John Park. John Norreys lived in the house, he was knighted by Queen 
Elizabeth 1, appointed Sheriff of Berkshire and was Usher of the Black Rod 
at the most Noble Order of the Garter and Controller of the Works at 
Windsor Castle.  

A survey of the Parish of Bray in 1608 accounted for land as follows; Fifield 
12 acres, Moneyrow Green 30 acres and Holyport 10 acres. 

If you are the owner of one of these 'old' properties in the local area please 
do let the Editor have further information about your property to add to the 
local history of the area. 

I shall continue the Braywood story in the next magazine 

Sarah Grace 

Litter Picking in the Community 
Rita Haynes has been litter picking in Fifield for a number of years since 
OGAFCA began. The Environment Group allocated various areas to 
volunteers at first and Rita had a list of those interested, but it seems the 
volunteers have fallen by the 
wayside. 

It would be great to get a team 
of Community Litter Pickers 
together again and Rita would 
be happy  for anyone 
interested to contact  her on 
01628 675434 or 07743 
171360 so she can keep a list 
of those interested so please 
do get in touch. 



 

 2020  -  A big year for Braywood Cricket Club 

Braywood Memorial Hall 100 years old! 

This summer we will celebrate being 100 years young and a huge party will 
be held to celebrate this momentous occasion. We are still finalising the 
date, and  plans but will let you all know as soon as possible. 

This season we will be running two adult Saturday teams, and one adult 
Sunday team. The league fixtures have not been released yet due to league 
restructuring. The adults will continue to train outside on Wednesday nights, 
from May, and we start indoor pre - season training in February. Please do 
come along and have a go. 

We will be running our usual junior cricket section on Sunday mornings, 
ages 6-16, boys and girls, with all ages entered into league competition. The 
Sunday cricket sessions will start April 19 and 
continue all summer. Everyone is welcome. If 
you’re interested please come along and try a 
taster session. 

I look forward to see you all during the summer 
of 2020,  

Brett Carter -  Chairman  
Braywood Cricket Club 

Braywood Memorial Hall has now 
officially been serving the community 
around Fifield and Oakley Green for over 
100 years and we understand the Hall 
Committee would like to celebrate this.  

The Memorial Hall  has been an 
excellent community venue over the 
years  providing facilities for clubs, 
classes, parties, meetings and social 
events with seating for 100 and a car 
park. If  you  are interested in hiring the 
Memorial Hall please email: 

info@braywoodmemorialhall.org  

 

Lest we forget ... 
Once again we gathered around the 
Braywood Memorial on Sunday 10 
November at 3pm to remember and give 
thanks for those who sacrificed their lives 
to ensure our freedom. 

Year on year we get a better turnout and 
this year Mrs Calvert and some of her 
pupils joined the ceremony and three 
young children laid their own wreath on 
behalf of the Braywood School. It was 
particularly poignant seeing the children 
taking part and showing their respect  
and understanding that peace and 
stability often have to be fought for.  

This year is the 75th anniversary of VE 
Day (Victory in Europe) and to mark the 
occasion the May Bank Holiday will change from 4 to 8 May creating a long 
Bank Holiday weekend. 

Braywood School welcomes help from Community 

Braywood First School are keen to welcome any of our local community into 
school to help with a variety of activities such as hearing readers, cooking, 
joining in with clubs or lessons. If you want to share any special experiences 
with the children, maybe your career, maybe how the local community has 
changed, we would love to hear from you. The Headteacher really believes 
that it is important for the younger members of a community to share time 
with older adults as it helps them in so many different ways.  

We will be holding our annual Alumni event this year on Sunday 5 July from 
2pm to 4pm. It is an opportunity to have tea and cake whilst having a look 
around our school. We are looking to start a small committee to organise this 
event alongside staff, governors and parents. We envisage that this will only 
entail two short meetings annually. If you are interested please let the school 
know on 01628 623660.  

Susan Calvert  - Headteacher 



 

 Roads and Transport Update 

Doreen Collier 
Our heartfelt sympathies go to our friend and committee member, Bill Collier, 
whose wife, Doreen, passed away on 19th January after a short illness. 

At the time of writing the 7.5 tonne restriction on Oakley Green Road  and 
Fifield Lane has been published in the local press and therefore by the time 
you read this it should have come into force. It has been a bit of an uphill 
struggle and we will, no doubt, have to monitor the situation for a while. I am 
sure that it will eventually be worth all the effort. 

The 30 mph limit, which appeared to be the more straightforward proposal, 
is still in progress. According to the Police it will take extra measures to 
make it effective. We have already asked for flashing speed limit signs but 
will need to ascertain what extra indicators they have in mind. We have been 
working closely with the Parish Council on both these issues and are 
grateful for their support. 

We can all do our bit to keep our roads safe by reporting any potholes on the 
Borough website www.rbwm.gov.uk and look for the ‘report a problem’ page.  

Roads and Transport Work Group 

 

 

To Celebrate VE Day 
 

Join us for 
Tea on the 

Green 
 

Friday 8th 
May  

2-5pm 



 

 



 

 
Fifield Art Group 

Braywood Memorial Hall , 
Fifield Village 

Monday:  10am - Noon or 3 - 5pm 

Also Tuesday : 3 - 5pm or 7 - 9pm 

All materials supplied plus tea & coffee 
Inclusive cost per session only £6        

Private tuition or groups at your venue     
Fees negotiable 

Contact Bill Collier 
fifieldartgroup@gmail.com 

Or by phone 07811 953071 

Welcome Pack 
If you are new to the area and 
have not received a “Welcome 

Pack” please contact us at 
www.ogafcap.co.uk 

E. Pardoe & Son 
High Class Shoe Repairers 

Quality Cutting 
 

206 Windsor Road 
Bray, Berks. SL6 2DW 

Tel: 01628 623630 



 

 9 Wet Spots - where are we now? 

"Wet Spot" 1 at the Cricket Club has been OK for some time and has amber 
status waiting to see what happens. 

"Wet Spot" 2 by the speed bump near Longlea has caused trouble in the 
past and is again. RBWM cleared the ditches in 2014 but since then there 
has been no maintenance. It doesn't take much to block the narrow and 
shallow section past the bump. Wet weather is again producing familiar 
problems. An OGAFCA volunteer has cleared dumped rubble, garden waste, 
and sandy clay both sides of the speed bump but really the landowner 
should clear this annually. From past experience that's unlikely. Long term 
hope lies in asking RBWM to come to the rescue again. Consequently the 
status of this spot has gone from green in 2014 through amber to red 
currently. 

"Wet Spot" 3 at Braywood Lodge on the Oakley Green Road is also a 
waiting amber. In 2011 OGAFCA volunteers cleared ditches and RBWM 
jetted the pipe under the verge. We thought we'd cracked it but in 2014 
learned the problem was not resolved. 

For many years "Wet Spot" 4 was referred to as the "Coningsby Lane 
shambles" - but no longer ! Last summer RBWM carried out our proposals, 
installing a culvert under the Lane and a pipeline northward as a substitute 
for the ditch that was once there. It took around 17 years to achieve ! A 
massive volume of water has passed through the new route which would 
have collected at the junction of the Lane with Fifield Road. It has also 
provided an exit route for the huge volume of water that collects along the 
northern boundary of a property north of the Lane. The landowner has now 
cleared a stretch of ditch to join into the new system but an OGAFCA 
volunteer will now need to distribute the spoil and debris left carelessly along 
the footpath. The combined flow is gushing along like a fast stream. It is very 
pleasing to see a system functioning as predicted. The work left an inviting 
access to the north but a lockable bollard is now installed. After the years of 
red status this spot has finally turned GREEN ! There are still times when 
water collects at the junction backing up from further south. This is a different 
problem associated with "wet spot" 8. 

"Wet Spot" 5, the Oakley Green Road field entrance near Forest Farm, has 
been green since 2014. Water flowing out of this gateway used to cause 
road flooding. Streetcare carried out a reduced version of our 
recommendations and installed 2 extra gullies. This improved things and 

 

 there has been no recurrence. 

"Wet Spot" 6 is at the junction of Forest Green Road and Coningsby Lane at 
Ledger Farm. Water coming down off the Drift Road lacks an adequate 
onward route and inevitably crosses the road. There is no easy solution to 
this and the best we can hope for is to encourage the landowner to provide 
more sump area on the south side of the road to delay the flow. This still has 
red status. 

"Wet Spot" 7, south of Stewart Close, regularly filled with water and 
threatened houses. It affected the largest number of properties and 
Residents so OGAFCA prioritised it. Streetcare were helpful and launched a 
study. In October 2014 a new pipe system and gullies were installed. The 
contractors reported that the ditch towards the polo pitch needed to be 
cleared or water would back up in the new pipe. The landowner promised to 
carry out maintenance but this has not been done. This has GREEN status 
until proved otherwise. 

The ditch and car park at the Fifield Inn were considered part of "wet spot" 7 
but are now clearly a separate issue caused by the limited capacity of the 
pipe from the car park entrance north to the same ditch towards the polo 
pitch. There are more pressing priorities so "wet Spot" 7B remains at red. 

"Wet Spot" 8 centres around the culvert south of Coningsby Lane. Water 
heading north from "Wet Spot" 6 on Forest Green Road arrives at this point 
to get through the culvert and a restricted route to the Manor Grove culvert 
where it overflows again. Another benefit of the new Coningsby Lane system 
is that vast volumes of water are no longer contributing to this. This red 
status situation is very difficult to resolve and the only hope is to delay as 
much as possible on the way across country between Forest Green Road 
and this spot. 

Most difficult to find a solution for is "Wet Spot" 9 at the Cardinal Clinic. This 
really starts on Tarbay Lane with water passing through properties south of 
Dedworth Road to collect and focus on one spot. If proposed housing for this 
area goes ahead the developers will have an intriguing problem on their 
hands ! 

More details at www.ogafcap.co.uk where a summary of "wet spots" is also 
maintained. 

 

OGAFCA Environment 



 

 Superfast Berkshire Broadband programme update 

As you are aware  from our previous newsletters Gigaclear are working with 
local authorities across Berkshire and the Superfast Berkshire Broadband 
programme to build the ultrafast, full fibre infrastructure for Berkshire. 

You may have noticed that Gigaclear are currently working on the Drift 
Road. However, this  build is not for our villages sadly, but Winkfield Ref 29 
on the above map.  

The update on Fifield area is that Fifield North Ref 10 has a build start 
planned for May / June 2020 and service available around March 2021 and 
Fifield South Ref 11 has a build start planned for May/June 2020 and  
service available from end of 2020. 

So still not here yet! 

Updates can be found at www.gigaclear.com/berkshire-update  

and residents can contact the Network Build Care team by 
email:networkbuildcare@gigaclear.com or by phone on 01865 591137 

 

 BRAYWOOD MEMORIAL 
HALL 

Fifield, Maidenhead SL6 2NX 

            Available for Hire 

 Large Hall and Meeting room with 
Boardroom Table, adjoining toilet 
and kitchenette 

 Very competitive rates 

 Meetings, conferences, parties 
wedding receptions,  classes       

  Seating for 100 in main hall 

  Car parking 

 

For further details Tel 01628 631179 

Londis Holyport 
Holyport Road 

Holyport SL6 2HA 

We deliver Newspapers and 
Magazines  

If  are interested just call 

 01628 622915 
Or call in for a chat to claim  

6 week half price 
 

We also offer Dry Cleaning and 
Shirt Ironing Service 



 

 Garden Centres and Borough Plan 

Squires Garden Centre   

The Windsor Area Development Management Panel met in November 2019 
to consider the revised plans submitted by Bewley Homes and Square Bay 
(No 5) LLP for 37 dwellings at the Squires Garden Centre site and voted 
unanimously to refuse the application. The main reasons for refusal were: 

 the proposal represented inappropriate development in the Green Belt, 
and no ‘very special circumstances’ had been demonstrated that could 
outweigh the harm to the Green Belt and any other harm 

 by reason of its layout, scale, bulk, proximity of the proposed flats at 
plots 18-26 and 27-37 to Windsor Road and Maidenhead Road and 
lack of opportunity for landscaping, the proposal would result in a 
dense pattern of development that would appear overly dominant and 
cramped within the site and out of keeping with the character of the 
street scene and wider area. The proposal would not represent good 
design. 

If the Borough Local Plan were to be adopted in its current form site AL22 
(the Squires site) would be removed from the Green Belt, so only the 
density/design considerations would apply. 

Aldi store at Wyevale Garden Centre site   

It was reported in the local press in December that the discount supermarket 
chain Aldi had agreed a deal to buy the bulk of the Wyevale garden centre 
site from Wates who acquired it in 2018 (the centre is currently being run by 
British Garden Centres). The site is part of the proposed AL21 allocation in 
the Borough Local Plan and under Wates’ plans they still intend to build 450 
homes on the rest of the site in addition to the proposed retail store. 

The site allocation in the draft Borough Local Plan does not make provision 
for retail use within the site and this use would not be policy compliant. It is 
reported that Aldi intends to discuss its plans with RBWM before consulting 
with the local community and residents should make their views known to 
local councillors. Such additional development of the AL21 site would 
compound existing concerns on matters such as traffic congestion and air 
quality.   

 Borough Local Plan  

The latest Consultation on Proposed Changes to the Borough Local Plan 
Submission Version (‘BLPSV-PC’) closed in December and RBWM is 
currently reviewing all representations made. OGFRA argued that the 
Borough Local Plan has not been made sound by the changes proposed or 
additional consultation material provided and that the land allocations AL21 
and AL22 should be removed from the Borough Local Plan (OGFRA’s 
submission can be found on our website at www.ogfra.org ).  

There is no precise timetable going forward but it is anticipated that after 
reviewing all representations RBWM will make such further changes as 
required to the BLPSV-PC and submit these to the Inspector (expected 
Spring 2020). Examination could resume with further Hearings from late 
Spring 2020 onwards. If the Inspector determines that the BLPSV-PC can be 
made ‘sound’ subject to certain changes a further consultation would then 
take place on the overall changes to the original Submission Version of the 
Borough Local Plan (known as ‘Main Modifications’) which could ultimately 
lead to formal adoption of the Borough Local Plan by RBWM. 

It is unlikely that the Borough Local Plan in its current form will be adopted 
and residents should continue to make their views known to local 
councillors. For its part OGFRA will be seeking to participate in the Hearings 
with the Inspector as and when these take place. 

 

This article has been provided by the Oakley Green & Fifield Residents 
Association (www.ogfra.org) 

Community Safety Update 

As we mentioned in our Autumn Newsletter we must all be that bit more 
vigilant at this time of year as the dark nights make it easier for thieves.  

Unfortunately there was a break in at Clevelands Farm on 8 January via 
Braywood Cricket Club. Thieves took a quad bike and hedge trimmers and 
the club lost a gate padlock and chain and fencing between Clevelands and 
the outfield. Also the club outfield was damaged where the thieves pushed 
the quad bikes across the grass before driving them up the road towards 
Oakley Green.  Braywood Cricket Club has CCTV so the police will have the 
footage soon and it is hoped that  the thieves can be identified. 



 

 THE CALL OF THE WILD 

A long time ago in a county far, far, away, my family moved to a brand new 
house. We were all very excited by this and made frequent visits to the 
building site to monitor progress. Although the final development was quite 
large, they initially finished a row of four houses and we were the second 
family to move in, beaten by a day by the lovely couple next door. 

Our old house had been on quite a busy road and so our new location, 
backing onto a bird sanctuary, seemed eerily quiet. Silent, that is, except for 
a ghostly wailing noise that woke us all up in the dead of night. I can still 
remember being quite frightened by this haunting cry. My father was 
dispatched to the garden in his pyjamas, with a torch, but there was nothing 
to be seen and he surmised that it was some sort of strange bird or perhaps 
even a fox. 

The next day was a Saturday and so we were all at home emptying boxes 
and getting used to our new surroundings. Sitting down after lunch with a 
cup of tea we were again aware of this crying noise. It sounded so close that 
we began to search the house. We found nothing but all agreed that the 
sound was loudest at the top of the stairs. My father clambered up into the 
loft but it was empty. By this time the crying had stopped, and we began to 
wonder if we had imagined it, but then, in the early evening it started again. 
This time louder and more urgent. We returned to the top of the stairs and 
then into the bathroom where the sound was very loud indeed!  

There was a very wide shelf in the bathroom below the mirror to disguise all 
the pipework. My father fetched a jemmy and wrenched up the shelf. There, 
sitting on the cistern was a 
very large tabby cat, very 
hungry and extremely cross. 
My brother reached in and 
lifted the furious moggy out 
of his prison. For a moment 
we all wondered what we 
should do with it, especially 
as our terrier was already 
taking an unhealthy interest 
in proceedings. Then, my 
mother noticed something 
through the window.   

 

Animal Tales   
Do you have a story to tell? Please send it in to OGAFCAP.co.uk  

“Look” she pointed at our new neighbours, out in the garden, obviously 
searching for something. She leant out, 

“Have you lost a cat?” she called, “Yes,” our neighbour called back, “she 
disappeared just after we arrived. We’ve been searching everywhere” 

As we reunited our squatter with her relieved owners, we discovered that 
she had made a break for it while they were unpacking and had run into our 
house, where the builders were finishing off the last few bits and pieces. 
They obviously did not see her and nailed down the shelf with the cat 
cowering underneath.  

As time went by, we got used to the cries at night from owls and foxes, but, 
thankfully, never again heard the ghostly wailing of a captured cat. 



 

 

Dates for your Dairy 2020 

 Thursday February 6 - OGAFCA General Meeting ALL WELCOME at 
Braywood Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

 Monday March 23  - Editor’s Deadline 

 Thursday May 7- OGAFCA General Meeting ALL WELCOME at 
Braywood Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

 Friday May 8 - VE Day Tea Party on the Green in Fifield 2 - 5pm 

 Sunday May 24 - Open Gardens Event 

 Saturday June 6 - Holyport Fair 

 Sunday July 5 -  Braywood School Alumni Event 2 - 4pm 

 Sunday August 9 - Fifield Fun Day  

 Thursday September 17 - OGAFCA Annual General Meeting ALL 
WELCOME at Braywood Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

Please submit Spring Newsletter contributions 
 by Monday 23 March  

 via the web site or email to alison.j.brayshaw@gmail.com  

VE Day Afternoon Tea on The Green 

Last year’s very first OGAFCA 
Afternoon Tea on the Green was a 
great success so we thought it 
would be nice to hold a similar 
event this year and VE Day on 
Friday 8 May which will be a Bank 
Holiday would be a perfect 
opportunity! 

 With lots of homemade cakes and 
buns, cups of tea, bunting and 
gazeboos it should make for the 

perfect village VE Day celebrations with family, friends and neighbours. 

So do make a note of the date in your diary and come along and join us for 
Afternoon Tea on the Green in Fifield 2 - 5pm on Friday 8 May ! 


