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Welcome to the OGAFCA Spring newsletter... 

OGAFCA  

Afternoon Tea  

on  

The Green 

 

Monday 27 May 

 2 - 4pm 

Do come and join us 

on  Whitsun Bank 

Holiday Monday for a 

real Village Tea Party 

on The Green in Fifield 

 

 

Please submit Summer Newsletter contributions 
 by Monday 24 June 2019 

 via the web site or email to alison.j.brayshaw@gmail.com  

Vice - Chairman’s Report 

I can’t believe as I write it’s only March as so much has already happened 
this year. Our biggest triumph is the promise of a 7.5 T ban on the Oakley 
Green Road. Ever since a similar ban was introduced on the A330 through 
Holyport, this forced an enormous number of lorries onto the surrounding 
roads, causing misery for the residents. We asked for comments from those 
affected, describing the problems that this caused, and the response was 
staggering. And, amazingly, our voices were heard. Cllr Dudley himself 
attended a meeting at the school and agreed that this ban was necessary.  
This is the culmination of a local campaign, and proves that, when a 
community works together, changes can happen. 
On 15 February we held a “Race Night” at the Braywood Cricket club which 
was a great success and raised valuable funds for the Association. 
Unfortunately, the Bingo Night, scheduled for 29 March had to be cancelled 
due to our Chairman, Bill, suffering a few complications after his hip 
operation. I am glad to report that he is now doing really well and will, no 
doubt, organise another event later in the year. 
In the last newsletter, Bill appealed for people to step forward to organise the 
Fifield Fun Day. This event has been running in the village for sixteen years 
and has raised thousands of pounds for local charities. Louise and Julie 
have been running this event for many years but decided that the time had 
come to stand down and hand over the reins. There was a very real danger 
that the Fun Day would not happen this year, but, the OGAFA committee 
decided that we could not let this happen and so we have taken over the 
organisation, and the Fun Day will take place this year on Saturday 10 
August.  We do still need a huge team of volunteers to make the day a 
success so if you feel you can help in any way please contact us.  
With the help of OGFRA we continue to monitor planning applications within 
our Parish, and Martin has written an update of current major developments. 
If you wish to keep up to date with what we are doing, please come along to 
our next open meeting; 
THURSDAY 16 MAY AT 7.30PM IN THE BRAYWOOD MEMORIAL HALL 
Geoff Hayes will be giving a talk about the history of New Lodge and other 
local landmarks. This will be a great opportunity to find out more about the 
rich history of our surroundings and is very highly recommended. See you 
there. 
Barbara Frame 



 

 

 Thursday May 16  - OGAFCA General Meeting  and Talk on the 
History of New Lodge and other local landmarks  by Geoff Hayes ALL 
WELCOME at Braywood Memorial Hall 7.30pm  

 Saturday May 18 - Art Exhibition Braywood Memorial Hall 1-4 pm 

 Monday May 27 -  OGAFCA Afternoon Tea on the Green  2-4pm 

 Saturday June 15 - Holyport Fair  

 Thursday June 27 -  Fifield Fun Day Volunteers Meeting at 
Braywood Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

 Saturday August 10  - Fifield Fun Day, Deep Meadows, Fifield 1pm  

 Thursday September 19 - OGAFCA Annual General Meeting ALL 
WELCOME at Braywood Memorial Hall 7.30pm  

 Saturday November  2 - OGAFCA Christmas Fair at Braywood 
Memorial Hall 

 Saturday December 21 - OGAFCA Christmas Gathering 5.30pm 

Dates for your Dairy 2019 

Fun OGAFCA Race Night at Braywood Cricket Club 

The OGAFCA Race Night at Braywood Cricket Club on Friday 15 February 
was certainly a popular evening with many locals and cricket club members. 
The pavilion was packed, the bar was busy and everyone was set for a fun 
evening and hoping to go home with some winnings!   

Race started at 7pm and half way through the 
races we stopped for fish and chip supper and 
then went on to place a few more bets on not just 
horse races but a piglet race too!  

During the evening there was a raffle and some 
games including a  Backwards Bingo game in 
which the player whose numbers were not all 
called out won! 

In total the evening raised over £550 for OGAFCA 
and the Cricket Club did well too on the bar and it 
was a very sociable event ! Bingo Winner! 

 

 Fifield Fun Day Saturday 10 August 2019 update 
When Louise Shenstone and Julie Glover stood 
down last year as  two of the organisers of the 
Fifield Fun Day after many years of dedication 
to the cause, we were not sure that the event 
would continue.  
No-one was willing to step forward to take over. 
However, it is too important as a local event 
and charity fund-raiser to be allowed to die and 
therefore, we  as the OGAFCA committee and 
Cllr David Coppinger have donned the mantle 
to ensure that this splendid day continues .  
 

So the FIFIELD FUN DAY WILL TAKE PLACE ON 10 AUGUST 2019 at 
Deep Meadows from 1- 6pm. Please save the date! 
We are now full steam ahead booking up attractions, stalls etc and 
contacting volunteers. 
We are very pleased to have a positive and  enthusiastic response from all 
our regular Fifield Fun Day volunteers pledging their support again this year 
and we would like to hear from anyone who has not already been contacted 
and would like to help us.  
We do need as many volunteers as we can get to make the day a success 
so if you know of anyone who might be willing to help please encourage 
them to contact either Alison or Barbara  
alison.j.brayshaw@gmail.com 
barbaraframe@btinternet.com 
 

 We have set up a “whatsapp’s” group to send out information and 
keep volunteers up to date so if you are able to help and you are 
willing to give us your mobile number please let us know and we can 
add you to the list. 

 We will also be meeting up with all volunteers at Braywood Memorial 
Hall  on Thursday 27 June, 7.30pm -  all welcome! 

So do come along or get in touch if you are able to help in any way and we 
can keep everyone updated. 

OGAFCA Committee 



 

 

Borough Local Plan: 

As previously advised the Borough Local Plan has effectively been ‘paused’ 
until after the Local Elections in May 2019. On the basis of concerns raised 
by the Inspector so far, the Council needs to undertake some additional work 
on flood risk and site selection, and consult on the outcomes of that work. In 
February the Inspector wrote to the Council requesting an update on this 
additional work and its implications for the submitted plan and the 
examination (noting that the Council would not be in a position to undertake 
any necessary consultation until May 2019). The Council is yet to respond 
and the future timetable for review/modification of the Plan is uncertain. 

Local Housing Development at Squires Garden Centre site: 

As advised in the last Newsletter a Planning Application was submitted just 
before Christmas by Bewley Homes and Square Bay (No 5) LLP for the 
development of the Squires Garden Centre site. This was for 39 dwellings, 
including two blocks of 2.5/3 storey flats, and the density and scale of the 
proposed housing was considered wholly inappropriate (amongst other 
concerns). There was strong local opposition and it was not considered that 
the 'very special circumstances' that could justify development in the Green 
Belt existed. The Council Planning Officer concurred with these views and 
recommended that planning permission be refused. The application was due 
to be heard by the Windsor Urban Development Control Panel in March, but 
was withdrawn by the applicant, presumably to consider possible 
modifications to the plans. We will continue to monitor the position. 

Major Housing Development at Water Oakley: 

One other major housing development was approved in March by the 
Maidenhead Development Control Panel; this was for up to 127 dwellings 
(including 8 ‘affordable’ shared ownership units) at Water Oakley. This site is 
not planned for as part of the Borough Local Plan, but has an existing 
approval for 44 dwellings granted in 2013. Whilst the proposed development 
was considered to represent inappropriate development in the Green Belt 
the Council’s Planning Officer considered that the ‘fallback’ of the extant 
approval for 44 dwellings was a strong and material consideration (i.e. the 
developer could build out the 44 larger dwellings) and recommended that 
planning permission be granted. 

Borough Local Plan and Local Housing Development 

 

 

This year’s 73rd Fair will be 
taking place on Saturday 15th 
June and this move endeavours 
to capitalise on much-needed 
people being available to 
volunteer, as they won’t be away 
for the school holidays.   

This year’s Fair theme is the 
Magna Carta, which was signed on the 15 June 1215 in Runnymede.  
Picture red and gold decorations and medieval shields including Knights, 
Barons, Princesses and Ladies of the Court and a few Jesters too no doubt.    

Our old favourite traditions will be there including Pelham’s Steam Fair, 
Tractor rides, Games galore, BBQ, Beer Tent, Dog Show, Hog Roast aswell 
as the quintessential Pimm’s stall.  Look out for the new Fizz n Gin stall and 
the Beer Race is back.  No Holyport Village Fair is complete without Tug ‘O 
War and this year, we will not be disappointed by the Inter Village 
competition. 

Another fantastic Village Fair raising funds for some well deserving local 
charities - Thames Hospice, building a new Hospice on Windsor Road and 
Remembering Mighty Maggie-Mae Morgan. Our usual partner, the 
Memorial Hall Community Trust will also be receiving a much-needed 
donation towards the new Memorial Hall. 

The Fair team are all really looking forward to seeing as many of you that 
can make it to our amazing Fair this year! 

Kate Swinn 
Fair Chair 2019 

Holyport Fair - Saturday 15 June 

There remains a considerable concern with the totality of existing and 
potential development along the A308 ‘corridor’ and OGFRA’s position 
remains that no further development should be approved along the A308 
until the planned A308 survey has been undertaken. 

 

This article has been provided by the Oakley Green & Fifield Residents 
Association (www.ogfra.org) 



 

 Wet Spot 4 -  an update 

When I wrote the report for the last newsletter I had been so worn down by 
inertia and despair at being unable for so long to get any response from 
RBWM that I had arrived at a very cynical and pessimistic frame of mind. 
But thankfully things have improved considerably since then. 

On Friday Feb 8 we had another meeting at the Town Hall with the relevant 
Officers and the most useful and positive leap forward is that a project 
manager has now been appointed. This has made an amazing difference 
and responses and replies are now forthcoming in only one or two working 
days rather than having to repeatedly make the same enquiry for two or 
three months with no response. 

At the meeting we learned that the Levels Survey had been done and the 
proposed route was viable. A site meeting took place on Friday Feb 15. 
Attending this meeting were RBWM Highways Officer Ms Susan Fox, newly 
appointed project manager Michael Llewelyn, the Project Centre Engineer 
responsible for this undertaking, a Tree expert, two Eco experts, and our 
Ward Councillor David Coppinger. 

One or two adjustments to the detail of the planned route were requested by 
the Tree expert and the Eco expert proclaimed that no Badger sets are 
threatened. However, they decided that a pond on the south side of 
Coningsby Lane is near enough to need to be investigated for Newt DNA. It 
may be that results from this might require a licence to be applied for in 
which case the implementation of the plan will be delayed till well into the 
summer. If that transpires it will fall within nesting restrictions but the only 
overhanging growth likely to be disturbed by the work has already been 
pruned so as not to delay the start even more. 

The Eco survey we had been informed was necessary has been scheduled 
by GS Ecology for mid-April. Subject to the results of the DNA tests a 
provisional 5-day road closure request has been submitted for June 2019 to 
lay the culvert pipe across the lane. Work is proceeding to schedule a 
temporary closure and diversion of Route 41 for later in the summer. A 
further catch-up meeting at the Town Hall is proposed for early May. 

Feeling guardedly optimistic again! 

 

Rod Lord - ex OGAFCA Drainage 
 

 

In the last Issue of the Newsletter we appealed for your help to build a case 
for banning HGVs on the Oakley Green Road. We had a great response and 
we were able to present all this evidence to Cllr Simon Dudley at a meeting 
on 5 February.  

Having listened to the residents’ concerns, and the safety issues outside the 
school, Cllr Dudley agreed to introduce a 7.5T ban and a 30mph speed limit 
(with 20mph past the school when lights flash). This will not happen quickly 
as there is a consultation process that has to be followed but the wheels (so 
to speak!) are in motion and the speed limit change has already been 
published in the Maidenhead Advertiser which is also a legal requirement. 
This is a great example of the community working together towards a single 
goal and we all need to feel proud. 

The changes in speed limit on Forest Green Road and the A308 mentioned 
in the last newsletter are also in the process of being actioned. 

The increase in Lorries using the Drift Road has caused problems with 
subsidence of the road surface. There is a programme in place to re-surface 
the road within the next few weeks. We have also been advised that the 
practice of “top-dressing” roads has been stopped by the Borough as being 
just a ‘short-term’ fix and therefore a false economy. Any roads where the 
coating has failed will be redone at the contractor’s expense. 

Outstanding issues are the Fifield crossroads where more work needs to be 
done to assess the feasibility of constructing a roundabout. Also, the 
ongoing issues of footways leading to the Braywood School which still need 
to be addressed. 

We can all do our bit to keep our roads safe by reporting any potholes on the 
Borough website www.rbwm.gov.uk and look for the ‘report a problem’ page. 

 

Roads and Transport Work Group  

Roads and Transport -  improvements update 

Send your comments on any issue relating to our 
community via OGAFCAP.co.uk or by post to the 

address on the inside front cover 



 

 

Recently I was invited by the Year 4 teacher at Braywood School to talk to 
the students about the local history of Fifield. Local History is now part of the 
school curriculum.  

I didn't feel that I have lived here long enough to be as qualified as some 
local residents to present enough historical facts about Fifield, so I spoke to 
a number of residents of Fifield, Braywood and Oakley Green who have 
lived here for between 60-75 years. 

I then extracted historical facts from their conversations, previous historical 
notes and anecdotes of yesteryear to put together enough information for an 
afternoon talk and then an afternoon walk of the area. 

Braywood School will be revisiting local history annually and therefore I 
invite any local resident of Fifield, Braywood and Oakley Green (or further 
afield for those ex-residents) to submit their ideas, anecdotes or even 
corrections to Alison or myself to add to the story so far! 

I started the talk by showing the students a map of the area in the early 
1800's when the main features were a Smithy  across the road from the 

Local History: Fifield, Braywood and Oakley Green 

 

 

Volunteers are needed to help on OGAFCA Work 
Groups if you would  like to get involved please do 

contact us through www.ogafcap.co.uk 

School, Fifield House, farms, pubs and houses in Coningsby Lane. As most 
of the students did not know what a Smithy was, we discussed why it was 
such an important part of the village, as the only transport would have been 
horse and cart. 

A number of locals remembered the last village Smithy; Bertram William 
Simmonds R.S.S.(Registered Shoeing Smith) known as Bert. His smithy 
was tucked behind the pub; The Prince of Wales, which is now the private 
home called Finnegans. Bert was also the Braywood Church Sexton from 
1922. His Grandfather William Greenaway had built the smithy in the early 
1800's,it was a single storey open barn type brick building with a slate roof. It 
had two large wooden stable type doors and entry was at the side of the 
Prince of Wales Pub. 

Bert worked in the smithy since he was a boy and shod his first horse when 
he was just 12 years old. He served in WW1 in France in the field Artillery as 
a Corporal Shoeing Smith. After the war he came home and re-opened the 
smithy. He joined the Home Guard during WW2 and shod all the Home 
Guard horses which were stabled in Windsor. He also became the 
blacksmith for Royal Ascot race days, gravedigger for the churchyard 
opposite( he once fell in a newly dug grave and had to be rescued). 

One of the local residents told me that one of their school trips was to spend 
half a day at the smithy and the students were allowed to work the bellows. 
Bert always had his pint of beer and a pie at lunchtime at the Prince of 
Wales, in fact he loved his beer so much that it stopped him from getting 
married as the young lady he was going out with, asked him to give up the 
beer. In those days Bert could buy a pint of beer for 2d, cigarettes were five 
a penny and if you were very broke your lunch could be sourced from the 
local fields! 

Bert died in the late 1960's and the forge was demolished by the brewery to 
make a larger car park for the pub. 

I will be visiting a different aspect of local history for the next magazine. 

 

Sarah Grace 



 

 

We enjoyed a great season of cricket in 2018, with it being one of the 
hottest and driest summers for the past 40 years, and we can only hope 
for another fantastic summer of sun. 

2019 will be a busy year for Braywood Cricket, as we enter our 99th 
season, and build up to our 100th anniversary. It’s a great testament to the 
village of Fifield, and surrounding villages that our wicket has had cricket 
played on it every year since 1919. 

We are looking to build on the success of recent years and recruit more 
adult players and juniors. This season we will  be running two Saturday 
Men’s league cricket teams, one Sunday friendly side, and four junior 
league teams. For more information contact: 

Seniors: Brett 07736 465216 and Juniors: Asam 07752 173198 

The 1st team will play their cricket in the Championship of the BCMB 
Cricket league and the 2nd team will play their cricket in the Premiership of 
the Chiltern League. The juniors will play their cricket in the East Berks Div 
2, where we will be running Under 9’s, Under 11’s, Under 13’s, Under 15’s 
teams. 

The adults train every Wednesday from May 1 from 6.30pm till 8pm, and 
we welcome new players of any standard. The juniors training sessions 
run every Sunday morning 10am till 12pm, from April 28 for 18 weeks, with 
age groups ranging from 6 to 16yrs. Boys and girls are all welcome. 

All groups are managed by qualified coaches, using both soft and hard 
balls and we will supply most of the equipment. New players are always 
welcome, so if you are interested, please come along for one of the junior 
tasting sessions.  

If you or any of your family would like to play 
cricket, or even just to come along and 
watch, the bar is always open, and you will 
be made very welcome. 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a 
great summer, and hope the sun shines! 

Brett Carter 

Welcome to 2019  season at Braywood Cricket Club  

 

 



Getting ready 
to move 
in 2019?
We’re ready for you!

horler.co.uk
 

 

Getting ready 
to move 
in 2019?
We’re ready for you!

horler.co.uk



 

 

 

 

As we move into Spring and Summer with longer days and warmer weather 
it is a great time to get outdoors  for a walk and we are lucky to have so 
many lovely walks on the doorstep. So if you haven't  already found them yet 
then here’s your chance! 

There are many ways of find a map with local bridleways and  public foot-
paths on such as an OS map but in addition there is a link to RBWM website 
see below:   

https://www3.rbwm.gov.uk/info/200215/rights_of_way/1017/
definitive_map_of_public_rights_of_way  

where Map Number 10 shows plenty of routes around our local area.  Also 
the parish office at the back of Holyport Memorial Hall have parish maps with 
the all the bridleways and footpaths around the parish  which are numbered 
as shown below: 

Recently many of the Stiles have been replaced by Kissing Gates indicated 
on the map above,  making access across these routes much easier for all. 
This map is on OGAFCA website and can be downloaded for printing. 

So do  take a walk across the fields and make the most of our great network 
of footpaths and bridleways. They are well maintained by farmers and land-
owners and if you notice any areas which are impassable always get in 
touch with RBWM so they can be repaired as necessary. 

Springtime Walks around Fifield and Oakley Green 



 

 

Would you like to advertise in this Newsletter? 
 Please contact Bill Collier on  

07811 953071 or via email: fifieldartgroup@gmail.com or adverts can be 
submitted via the website 

Before the old Post Office in Oakley 
Green closed down it housed the 
Oakley Green Parish noticeboard. 
Unfortunately, when the post office 
closed, the noticeboard went with it. 

For the last six years OGAFCA have 
been asking for a replacement. This, of 
course, was not straightforward as it 
needed to find a new home. 

Finally, we have found a place in John Train’s nursery, on Oakley Green 
Road, which is accessible 9am -5pm Monday to Saturday and 10am - 5pm 
on Sundays and it is easy to park and read the notices. It displays important 
local information from the Parish Council and also OGAFCA events. Please 
do have a look, I’m sure you won’t be disappointed! 

A New Parish Noticeboard in Oakley Green 

The Fifield Art group are still working hard producing some amazing work 
and we are hoping to hold an exhibition in the Braywood War Memorial Hall 
later in June or July when the weather gets better. I have had to cancel the 
painting holiday in North Wales because my health is not up to travelling 
long distances. I apologise to those members who were going.  

The Fifield Fun Day is once again on track so we are looking forward to our 
usual display on the 10 August in addition to the fun day we will be holding 
an exhibition of our work in the Braywood War Memorial Hall on Saturday 
May 18 from 1 till 4 pm. 

I still have a few vacancies in the classes so if anyone would like to join us 
please get in touch. 

Bill Collier 

Art Club update 

 

 
Fifield Art Group 

Braywood Memorial Hall , 
Fifield Village 

Monday:  10am - Noon or 3 - 5pm 

Also Tuesday : 3 - 5pm or 7 - 9pm 

All materials supplied plus tea & coffee 
Inclusive cost per session only £6        

Private tuition or groups at your venue     
Fees negotiable 

Contact Bill Collier 
fifieldartgroup@gmail.com 

Or by phone 07811 953071 

Welcome Pack 
If you are new to the area and 
have not received a “Welcome 

Pack” please contact us at 
www.ogafcap.co.uk 

E. Pardoe & Son 
High Class Shoe Repairers 

Quality Cutting 
 

206 Windsor Road 
Bray, Berks. SL6 2DW 

Tel: 01628 623630 



 

 

Did you know that Braywood War Memorial Hall will be 100 years old in 
November of this year?  It would be 
wonderful if anyone has any old 
photographs or documents that 
relate to the Hall as we are hoping to 
hold an event to commemorate this 
milestone. 

The last year has been something of 
a challenge for the committee who 
look after the day to day running of 
the building. As many of you will 
know, the Montessori School who 
had used the Hall for more than 10 
years had to close and that meant a 
big drop in our income.  We then 
discovered that we had a gas leak that was impossible to get to, so we have 
been without heating and hot water while this is being remedied.  All being 
well, everything should be sorted out by the end of April. 

We are extremely lucky that we have some very loyal regular users who 
braved the cold to carry on.  Bill Collier's Art Class meets four times a week; 
the Bowls Club meet on a Monday afternoon and a local group hold music 
rehearsals most Thursday evenings. 

In addition, Bray Parish Council hold all their regular meetings (both Planning 
and Main Council) in the Hall. 

If anyone is interested in hiring the 
Hall, please send a message to: 

 
info@braywoodmemorialhall.org  

and we would be delighted to help.  
We also have a FaceBook page 
which will let you know about our 
events. 

 

Nikki Marsh 

Braywood War Memorial Hall’s 100th Anniversary 

 

 Church Matters  

The Parish Church, 
St .Michael’s Bray will  be 
holding Holy Week and 
Easter services as listed 
below and on Holy 
Saturday 20 April at 3pm 
the choir of St Michael's 
church will be joined by 
professional singers and 
orchestra for a much - 
loved seasonal oratorio, 
presented by Music at 
Bray and the Friends of St Michael’s in memory of Pamela Robotham. 
Tickets can be purchased from tickets@musicatbray.co.uk £15 each (£5 
Juniors) all welcome. 

The Revd Ainsley Swift 



 

 The Greene Oak 
Disenchanted with the big 
city, James Lyon-Shaw 
and Jamie Dobbin who 
met working in the kitchen 
at the world famous Ivy 
restaurant, traded in 
London’s sooty tube and 
concrete vistas in favour 
of Windsor’s leafy scenery 
and community spirit. The 
Greene Oak is the first 
venture in Brucan pubs’ 
portfolio and it is James’ 
and Jamie’s aim is to take hospitality back to its roots with a warm welcome 
from the genuinely hospitable team, neighbourhood events and gourmet 
dining evenings focusing on showcasing exceptional produce. 

James Lyon-Shaw started his love affair with hospitality as a kitchen porter 
in a local Dorset hotel. After getting to grips with the basics, he took on a 
role at the prestigious Ivy restaurant in London’s West End where he worked 
as a chef de partie. With a solid understanding of food prep techniques and 
the hard graft involved in working in a kitchen, James went straight on to a 
head chef position in East London’s trendy Bistrotheque and then to D&D 
restaurant The Avenue for three years as their senior sous chef after which 
he became head chef at ETM Group’s The Well, the food-focused 
gastropub in Clerkenwell. 

In 2009 he moved out from behind the stove and took up a position in head 
office, co-ordinating food operations for the group’s ever expanding portfolio 
of pubs and restaurants and after 14 successful openings and a string of 
awards for the vibrant venues, James decided it was time to turn his talents 
to a smaller, more personal enterprise. As owner of Brucan Pubs and The 
Greene Oak, James is keen to get stuck in as part of the community. He 
said: “The best part about this place is interacting with the people who live 
nearby. They love the area they live in and  want new businesses and 
restaurants to flourish. It feels like the whole community is behind us.” 

James recently became a father and is looking forward to passing on his 
passion for great food and seasonal ingredients to his son Alfie. He said:  

 “The second he’s old enough, I’ll put a rod in his hand and help him catch his 
first fish. I want him to love fresh fish, meat and game.” 

Jamie Dobbin’s LinkedIn reads like a guide to London fine dining! After 
learning kitchen basics as a pot wash at a Newcastle restaurant, he was 
accepted on to Claridge’s prestigious apprentice scheme at The Academy of 
Culinary Arts. 

Following four years of intensive training Jamie took up a chef de partie 
position under Henry Harris at Hush and Racine  followed by a tour of five 
star London hotels, The Berkeley, The Connaught and The Savoy, 
eventually taking up a position at London’s world-renowned Ivy Restaurant 
in the West End. He worked his way through the ranks at the celebrity haunt 
and was appointed opening head chef for The Club at The Ivy, the members 
only restaurant and before handing back his Oyster card and upping sticks 
to Windsor, he took up the position of executive chef for Soho’s Groucho 
Club. 

As director of Brucan Pubs and head chef at The Greene Oak, Jamie is 
excited to go back to basics with a simple, pared back menu. He said: “I’ve 
had the opportunity to learn the techniques and cooking style of fine dining, 
but I wanted to use those principles to create a stunning, simple menu. I 
wanted to allow the humble ingredient to have its place on the plate - without 
airs and graces and pomp and ceremony.” 

Pub culture played a central role in the community where Jamie grew up in 
Gateshead, just outside of Newcastle. He said: “It was always a place where 
people could come and relax, entertain and celebrate. I love the idea of 
being a vessel for that and great food should be at the heart of the whole 
thing.”  

When he’s not in the kitchen at the pub, he’s cooking at home with his seven 
year old daughter Violet, who lends a hand with his popular roast chicken. 
Despite his intensive training and extensive knowledge of fine cuisine, Jamie 
confesses to an unshakeable love affair with salad cream and to stuffing 
down the occasional heavily buttered, mash potato and ketchup sandwich 
during service. But hey, no one’s perfect. 

The Greene Oak is available for event bookings 
from a casual drinks party to a four-course 
wedding breakfast. Contact their reservations 
team:  nfo@thegreeneoak.co.uk for more 
information on menus and special requests.  



 

  

Braywood C of E First School 
Aspire, learn, achieve 

 

It is lovely to have this opportunity to talk about Braywood First School. I am 
proud of my staff, they create a warm and friendly environment for our 
pupils to meet their full potential, and we have an outstanding academic 
reputation locally.  

I am amazed at the variety of experiences our children have over the year. 
To pick a personal highlight so far, our year 4 children were photographed 
by the Daily Mail looking after our neighbourhood and picking litter in Fifield. 
We are keen to become a real part of our community and events such as 
singing carols for senior citizens at Bray Village Hall is very important to us. 
We had the return of Mum and Dads into School Day which allows parents 
a hands-on classroom experience as well as a fantastic lunch all together. 
In the autumn and spring term we perform at St Michaels Church in Bray 
and we are looking forward to our Easter concert in a few weeks.  

We had another great year academically, 91% of Year 2 pupils achieved 
and 51% exceeded the SATS National average. Similarly 95% of year 4 
pupils attained expected standards, with 49% exceeding, in core subjects. 
The main point is that we succeed really well at Braywood in a range of 
areas but more importantly 
we have lots of fun in the 
process. Children leave us 
confident, resilient and 
ready to make a difference. 
Everyone is welcome so if 
you would like a visit do 
please call our school on 
01628 623660.  

 

Mrs Susan Calvert  

Head Teacher Our School from Braywood Cricket Ground 
where we participated in our annual May 
Sponsored Fun Run  

 

 BRAYWOOD MEMORIAL 
HALL 

Fifield, Maidenhead SL6 2NX 

            Available for Hire 

 Large Hall and Meeting room with 
Boardroom Table, adjoining toilet 
and kitchenette 

 Very competitive rates 

 Meetings, conferences, parties 
wedding receptions,  classes       

  Seating for 100 in main hall 

  Car parking 

 

For further details Tel 01628 631179 

Londis Holyport 
Holyport Road 

Holyport SL6 2HA 

We deliver Newspapers and 
Magazines  

If  are interested just call 

 01628 622915 
Or call in for a chat to claim  

6 week half price 
 

We also offer Dry Cleaning and 
Shirt Ironing Service 



 

 

Animal Tales   
Do you have a story or poem to tell? Please send it in to OGAFCAP.co.uk  

A STERN LESSON! 

“You’ve got a right little madam there!” my vet remarked the first time he met 
my chestnut mare, and, of course, he was not wrong. Never failing to make 
a drama out of a crisis, Minnie can go airborne without warning, and any 
procedure has to be carefully planned to avoid a calamity. She is not a 
malicious pony, but she is a drama queen. 

In the early days, when she was shod, we had to get her sedated, but she 
still led our poor farrier a merry dance. As the years passed, she did mellow 
slightly, and generally, the firm and calm approach of our ex-Cavalry farrier, 
Marcus, meant that the shoes went on with few incidents.  

A little while ago, a small injury to her front leg meant that I had to 
continually change a dressing. This was fraught with danger! So, it seemed 
a good idea to take advantage of the fact that Marcus was on site while I re-
did the bandage. Happy to help, he lifted her front leg and I set to work on 
the other one. For a moment, all was well, but, suddenly she decided to 
react and whipped the leg away from me, sending me backwards. Now, all 
good farriers know, once they have lifted a leg they should never let go, so 
she now had both legs off the ground and his support gave her a fulcrum. 
She did a complete back flip, seeming to turn right over, but sprang straight 
up again onto all four feet.  

She gave herself a good shake and then fixed Marcus with a long hard 
stare. She has never played him up again. 


